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yielded by the taxes from which, this fund was
created had been devoted to objects in no way con-
nected with the relief of famine. From the first
moment that the trades' licence-tax was imposed,
public opinion in England and in India condemned
with remarkable unanimity the injustice of a tax
which, while it was levied from petty traders and
handicraftsmen whose incomes were only four shillings
a week, left altogether untouched the highly-paid
officials, all military officers, and all professional
men. Petitions most numerously and influentially
signed by all classes of natives in India were.
presented in both Houses of Parliament against the
continuance of these inequalities in the tax, and
on several occasions the prayer of these petitions
was supported by those who could speak with most
authority and weight on a question of taxation.
Striking instances were given of the abuses and
difficulties inseparably associated with the assessment
and levying of direct taxation imposed upon the
very poor in such a country as India; but for a long
time the Government, both in England and in India,
appeared to be deaf to all remonstrance.

Within the last few weeks, however, a change,
as remarkable as it is satisfactory, has taken place
in the attitude which had hitherto been officially
assumed with regard to the licence-tax. On the